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flow-control means for communicating traffic 
information between a first multiplicity of neighboring nodes of 
a first node of the plurality of nodes, with the first node 
capable of communicating a respective packet to a node in the 
first multiplicity of neighboring nodes, with the traffic 
information including traffic density at each of the first 
multiplicity of neighboring nodes, said flow-control means, 
responsive to the traffic information and to the respective 
packet, from the first node, having a respective destination 
address of a respective destination node of the plurality of 
nodes, for selecting a second node of the first multiplicity of 
neighboring nodes, said flow-control means for routing, 
responsive to the traffic information, the respective packet 
through the second node to the respective destination node. 

yf. The distributed network, as set forth in claim^ with 
said flow-control means for communicating traffic information 
between a second multiplicity of neighboring nodes of the second 
node, with the second node capable of communication the 
respective packet to a node in the second multiplicity of 
neighboring nodes, with the traffic information including 
traffic density at each of the second multiplicity of 
neighboring nodes, said flow-control means, responsive to the 
traffic information and to the respective packet, from the 
second node, having the respective destination address of the 
respective destination node, for selecting a third node of the 
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second multiplicity of neighboring nodes, said flow-control 
means, responsive to the traffic information, for routing the 
respective packet through the third node to the respective 
destination node. 

The distributed network, as set forth in claim JKT, 
with said flow-control means for communicating traffic 
information between a third multiplicity of neighboring nodes of 
the third node, with the third node capable of communicating the 
respective packet to a node in the third multiplicity of 
neighboring nodes, with the traffic information including 
traffic density at each of the third multiplicity of neighboring 
nodes, said flow-control means, responsive to the traffic 
information and to the respective packet, from the third node, 
having the respective destination address of the respective 
destination node, for selecting a fourth node of the third 
multiplicity of neighboring nodes, said flow-control means, 
responsive to the traffic information, for routing the 
respective packet through the fourth node to the respective 
destination node. 

Q (e 

ytf. The distributed network, as set forth in claim Vk* t 
with said flow-control means for communicating traffic 
information between a fourth multiplicity of neighboring nodes 
of the fourth node, with the fourth node capable of 
communicating the respective packet to a node in the fourth 
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multiplicity of neighboring nodes, with the traffic information 
including traffic density at each of the fourth multiplicity of 
neighboring nodes, said flow-control means, responsive to the 
traffic information and to the respective packet, from the 
fourth node, having the respective destination address of the 
respective destination node, for selecting a fifth node of the 
fourth multiplicity of neighboring nodes, said flow-control 
means, responsive to the traffic information, for routing the 
respective packet through the fifth node to the respective 
destination node. 



with said flow-control means for communicating traffic 
information between a fifth multiplicity of neighboring nodes of 
the fifth node, with the fifth node capable of communicating the 
respective packet to a node in the fifth multiplicity of 
neighboring nodes, with the traffic information including 
traffic density at each of the fifth multiplicity of neighboring 
nodes, said flow-control means, responsive to the traffic 
information and to the respective packet, from the fifth node, 
having the respective destination address of the respective 
destination node, for selecting a sixth node of the fifth 
multiplicity of neighboring nodes, said flow-control means, 
responsive to the traffic information, for routing the 
respective packet through the sixth node to the respective 
destination node. 
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fe. The distributed network, as set forth in claim J¥f^ 
with said flow-control means for communicating traffic 
information between a sixth multiplicity of neighboring nodes of 
the sixth node, with the sixth node capable of communicating a 
respective packet to a node in the sixth multiplicity of 
neighboring nodes, with the traffic information including 
traffic density at each of the sixth multiplicity of neighboring 
nodes, said flow-control means, responsive to the traffic 
information and to the respective packet, from the sixth node, 
having the respective destination address of the respective 
destination node, for selecting a seventh node of the sixth 
multiplicity of neighboring nodes, said flow-control means, 
responsive to the traffic information, for routing the 
respective packet through the seventh node to the respective 
destination node. 



A distributed network, spread-spectrum system, 
comprising: 

a plurality of remote stations; 

a plurality of nodes for covering a geographic area, 
each node in the plurality of nodes for communicating, with one 
or more remote stations of the plurality of remote stations, 
using packets having a destination address and modulated with 
spread-spectrum modulation, with each packet transmitted between 
a respective node and remote station using radio waves; and 
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flow-control means for communicating first traffic 



information between a first multiplicity of neighboring nodes of 
a first node of the plurality of nodes, with the first node 
capable of communicating a respective packet to a node in the 
first multiplicity of neighboring nodes, with the first traffic 
information including traffic density at each of the first 
multiplicity of neighboring nodes, said flow-control means, 
responsive to the first traffic information and to the 
respective packet, from the first node, having a respective 
destination address of a respective destination node of the 
plurality of nodes, for selecting a second node of the first 
multiplicity of neighboring nodes, said flow-control means for 
responsive to the first traffic information, the respective 
packet through the second node to the respective destination 
node. 



with said flow-control means for communicating second traffic 
information between a second multiplicity of neighboring nodes 
of the second node, with the second node capable of 
communicating a respective packet to a node in the second 
multiplicity of neighboring nodes, with the second traffic 
information including traffic density at each of the second 
multiplicity of neighboring nodes, said flow-control means, 
responsive to the second traffic information and to the 
respective packet, from the second node, having the respective 
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destination address of the respective destination node, for 
selecting a third node of the second multiplicity of neighboring 
nodes, said flow-control means, responsive to the second traffic 
information, for routing the respective packet through the third 
node to the respective destination node. 



with said flow-control means for communicating third traffic 
information between a third multiplicity of neighboring nodes of 
the third node, with the third node capable of communicating a 
respective packet to a node in the third multiplicity of 
neighboring nodes, with the third traffic information including 
traffic density at each of the third multiplicity of neighboring 
nodes, said flow-control means, responsive to the third traffic 
information and to the respective packet, from the third node, 
having the respective destination address of the respective 
destination node, for selecting a fourth node of the third 
multiplicity of neighboring nodes, said flow-control means, 
responsive to the third traffic information, for routing the 
respective packet through the fourth node to the respective 
destination node. 



with said flow-control means for communicating fourth traffic 
information between a fourth multiplicity of neighboring nodes 
of the fourth node, with the fourth node capable of 





The distributed network, as set forth in claim yf , 
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communicating a respective packet to a node in the fourth 
multiplicity of neighboring nodes, with the fourth traffic 
information including traffic density at each of the fourth 
multiplicity of neighboring nodes, said flow-control means, 
responsive to the fourth traffic information and to the 
respective packet, from the fourth node, having the respective 
destination address of the respective destination node, for 
selecting a fifth node of the fourth multiplicity of neighboring 
nodes, said flow-control means, responsive to the fourth traffic 
information, for routing the respective packet through the fifth 
node to the respective destination node, 

A i$ 

y§ . The distributed network, as set forth in claim >g*T 
with said flow-control means for communicating fifth traffic 
information between a fifth multiplicity of neighboring nodes of 
the fifth node, with the fifth node capable of communicating a 
respective packet to a node in the fifth multiplicity of 
neighboring nodes, with the fifth traffic information including 
traffic density at each of the fifth multiplicity of neighboring 
nodes, said flow-control means, responsive to the fifth traffic 
information and to the respective packet, from the fifth node, 
having the respective destination address of the respective 
destination node, for selecting a sixth node of the fifth 
multiplicity of neighboring nodes, said flow-control means, 
responsive to the fifth traffic information, for routing the 
respective packet through the sixth node to the respective 
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destination node. 




with said flow-control means for communicating sixth traffic 
information between a sixth multiplicity of neighboring nodes of 
the sixth node, with the sixth node capable of communicating a 
respective packet to a node in the sixth multiplicity of 
neighboring nodes, with the sixth traffic information including 
traffic density at each of the sixth multiplicity of neighboring 
nodes, said flow-control means, responsive to the sixth traffic 
information and to the respective packet, from the sixth node, 
having the respective destination address of the respective 
destination node, for selecting a seventh node of the sixth 
multiplicity of neighboring nodes, said flow-control means, 
responsive to the sixth traffic information, for routing the 
respective packet through the seventh node to the respective 
destination node. 



a plurality of remote stations and a plurality of nodes for 
covering a geographic area, comprising the steps of: 



nodes and one or more remote stations of the plurality of remote 
stations, using packets having a destination address and 
modulated with spread-spectrum modulation, with each packet 




A distributed network, spread-spectrum method, having 



communicating, between a node of the plurality of 
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transmitted between a respective node and remote station using 
radio waves; 

communicating traffic information between a first 
multiplicity of neighboring nodes of a first node of the 
plurality of nodes, with the first node capable of communicating 
a respective packet to a node in the first multiplicity of 
neighboring nodes, with the traffic information including 
traffic density at each of the first multiplicity of neighboring 
nodes; 

selecting, responsive to the traffic information and 
to the respective packet, from the first node, having a 
respective destination address of a respective destination node 
of the plurality of nodes, a second node of the first 
multiplicity of neighboring nodes; and 

routing, responsive to the traffic information, the 
respective packet through the second node to the respective 
destination node. 

!? 

22. The distributed network, spread-spectrum method, as 
set forth in claim *p£ t further comprising the steps: 

communicating traffic information between a second 
multiplicity of neighboring nodes of the second node, with the 
second node capable of communication the respective packet to a 
node in the second multiplicity of neighboring nodes, with the 
traffic information including traffic density at each of the 
second multiplicity of neighboring nodes; 
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selecting, responsive to the traffic information and 
to the respective packet, from the second node, having the 
respective destination address of the respective destination 
node, a third node of the second multiplicity of neighboring 
nodes; and 

routing, responsive to the traffic information, the 
respective packet through the third node to the respective 
destination node. 




The distributed network, spread-spectrum method, as 



set forth in claim ^2^ t further comprising the steps: 

communicating traffic information between a third 
multiplicity of neighboring nodes of the third node, with the 
third node capable of communicating the respective packet to a 
node in the third multiplicity of neighboring nodes, with the 
traffic information including traffic density at each of the 
third multiplicity of neighboring nodes; 

selecting, responsive to the traffic information and 
to the respective packet, from the third node, having the 
respective destination address of the respective destination 
node, a fourth node of the third multiplicity of neighboring 
nodes; and 

routing, responsive to the traffic information, the 
respective packet through the fourth node to the respective 
destination node. 
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it 

pi. The districted network, spread-spectrum method, as 
set forth in claim^^, further comprising the steps: 

communicating traffic information between a fourth 
multiplicity of neighboring nodes of the fourth node, with the 
fourth node capable of communicating the respective packet to a 
node in the fourth multiplicity of neighboring nodes, with the 
traffic information including traffic density at each of the 
fourth multiplicity of neighboring nodes; 

selecting, responsive to the traffic information and 
to the respective packet, from the fourth node, having the 
respective destination address of the respective destination 
node, a fifth node of the fourth multiplicity of neighboring 
nodes ; and 

routing, responsive to the traffic information, the 
respective packet through the fifth node to the respective 
destination node. 



2£\ The distributed network, spread-spectrum method, as 
set forth m claim further comprising the steps: 

communi eating traffic information between a fifth 
multiplicity of neighboring nodes of the fifth node, with the 
fifth node capable of communicating the respective packet to a 
node in the fifth multiplicity of neighboring nodes, with the 
traffic information including traffic density at each of the 
fifth multiplicity of neighboring nodes; 

selecting, responsive to the traffic information and 
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to the respective packet, from the fifth node, having the 
respective destination address of the respective destination 
node, a sixth node of the fifth multiplicity of neighboring 
nodes ; and 

routing, responsive to the traffic information, the 
respective packet through the sixth node to the respective 
destination node. 



. The distributed network, spread-spectrum method, as 
set forth in claim further comprising the steps: 

communicating traffic information between a sixth 
multiplicity of neighboring nodes of the sixth node, with the 
sixth node capable of communicating a respective packet to a 
node in the sixth multiplicity of neighboring nodes, with the 
traffic information including traffic density at each of the 
sixth multiplicity of neighboring nodes; 

selecting, responsive to the traffic information and 
to the respective packet, from the sixth node, having the 
respective destination address of the respective destination 
node, for selecting a seventh node of the sixth multiplicity of 
neighboring nodes; and 

routing, responsive to the traffic information, the 
respective packet through the seventh node to the respective 
destination node. 
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2*7 . A distributed network, spread-spectrum method, having 
a plurality of remote stations and a plurality of nodes for 
covering a geographic area, comprising the steps of: 

communicating, between a node of the plurality of 
nodes and one or more remote stations of the plurality of remote 
stations, using packets having a destination address and 
modulated with spread- spectrum modulation, with each packet 
transmitted between a respective node and remote station using 
radio waves; 

communicating first traffic information between a 
first multiplicity of neighboring nodes of a first node of the 
plurality of nodes, with the first node capable of communicating 
a respective packet to a node in the first multiplicity of 
neighboring nodes, with the first traffic information including 
traffic density at each of the first multiplicity of neighboring 
nodes; 

selecting, responsive to the first traffic information 
and to the respective packet, from the first node, having a 
respective destination address of a respective destination node 
of the plurality of nodes, a second node of the first 
multiplicity of neighboring nodes; and 

routing, responsive to the first traffic information, 
the respective packet through the second node to the respective 
destination node. 



7%. 



The distributed network, spread- spectrum method, as 
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set forth in claim pn , further comprising the steps:, 

communicating second traffic information between a 
second multiplicity of neighboring nodes of the second node, 
with the second node capable of communicating a respective 
packet to a node in the second multiplicity of neighboring 
nodes, with the second traffic information including traffic 
density at each of the second multiplicity of neighboring nodes; 

selecting, responsive to the second traffic information and 
to the respective packet, from the second node, having the 
respective destination address of the respective destination 
node, a third node of the second multiplicity of neighboring 
nodes ; and 

routing, responsive to the second traffic information, 
the respective packet through the third node to the respective 
destination node. 



pf4 \ The distributed network, spread-spectrum method, as 
set forth in claim Z%, further comprising the steps: 

communicating third traffic information between a 
third multiplicity of neighboring nodes of the third node, with 
the third node capable of communicating a respective packet to a 
node in the third multiplicity of neighboring nodes, with the 
third traffic information including traffic density at each of 
the third multiplicity of neighboring nodes; 

selecting, responsive to the third traffic information 
and to the respective packet, from the third node, having the 
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respective destination address of the respective destination 
node, a fourth node of the third multiplicity of neighboring 
nodes ; and 

routing, responsive to the third traffic information, 
the respective packet through the fourth node to the respective 
destination node, 

^0. The distributed network, spread- spectrum method, as 
set forth in claim further comprising the steps: 

communicating fourth traffic information between a 
fourth multiplicity of neighboring nodes of the fourth node, 
with the fourth node capable of communicating a respective 
packet to a node in the fourth multiplicity of neighboring 
nodes, with the fourth traffic information including traffic 
density at each of the fourth multiplicity of neighboring nodes; 

selecting, responsive to the fourth traffic 
information and to the respective packet, from the fourth node, 
having the respective destination address of the respective 
destination node, a fifth node of the fourth multiplicity of 
neighboring nodes; and 

routing, responsive to the fourth traffic information, 
the respective packet through the fifth node to the respective 
destination node. 

yi. The distributed network, spread-spectrum method, as 
set forth in claim ^0, further comprising the steps: 
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communicating fifth traffic information between a 
fifth multiplicity of neighboring nodes of the fifth node, with 
the fifth node capable of communicating a respective packet to a 
node in the fifth multiplicity of neighboring nodes, with the 
fifth traffic information including traffic density at each of 
the fifth multiplicity of neighboring nodes; 1 

selecting, responsive to the fifth traffic information 
and to the respective packet, from the fifth node, having the 
respective destination address of the respective destination 
node, a sixth node of the fifth multiplicity of neighboring 
nodes ; and 

routing, responsive to the fifth traffic information, 
the respective packet through the sixth node to the respective 
destination node. 




The distributed network, spread-spectrum method, as 



set forth in claim 1^, further comprising the steps: 

communicating sixth traffic information between a 
sixth multiplicity of neighboring nodes of the sixth node, with 
the sixth node capable of communicating a respective packet to a 
node in the sixth multiplicity of neighboring nodes, with the 
sixth traffic information including traffic density at each of 
the sixth multiplicity of neighboring nodes; 

selecting, responsive to the sixth traffic information 
and to the respective packet, from the sixth node, having the 
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respective destination address of the respective destination 
node, a seventh node of the sixth multiplicity of neighboring 
nodes ; and 

routing, responsive to the sixth traffic information, 
the respective packet through the seventh node to the respective 
destination node. 



The distributed network as set for^im^claim 9, 10, 11, 
14, 15, 16, 1\7, 18, 19 or 20, with said flow-control 
means including means \f or communicating with radio waves. 

34. The distributed network as set for \ iml claim 9, 10, 
[11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, U7, 18, 19 or 20, with said flow-control 
leans including means fon communicating with spread- spectrum 
modulation using radio waves. 



2R \ 

3o . The distributed-network, s^eadT^pectrum/m^thod/a 

^ \\ 0 if n £ 6 m M as 2$ 

i in claim >!, ys, pf, ^T, Jtf.^lfo 



s set 

or 



forth 

with the routing step including the step of modulating the 
packet with spread-spectrum modulation. 

3^6. The distributed-network, spread-spectrum metho 

k in ft ft 9-0 o\ &• W *S ^ 

forth in claim yi, , i% , $4, 1%, p^, >8, yr, y£ or yz, 

with the routing step including the step of transmitting, using 
radio waves, the packet with spread- spectrum modulation. 



s se 
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A distributed network, spread- spectrum system, 
comprising: 

a plurality of remote stations; 

a plurality of nodes for covering a geographic area, 
each node in the plurality of nodes for communicating, with one 
or more remote stations of the plurality of remote stations, 
using packets having a destination address and modulated with 
spread- spectrum modulation, with each packet transmitted between 
a respective node and remote station using radio waves; and 

flow-control means for communicating traffic 
information between the plurality of nodes, with the traffic 
information including traffic density at each of the plurality 
of nodes, said flow-control means, responsive to the traffic 
information and to a respective packet, from a first node, 
having a respective destination address of a respective 
destination node of the plurality of nodes, for selecting a path 
of a multiplicity of nodes through the plurality of nodes to the 
destination node, said flow-control means for routing, 
responsive to the traffic information, the respective packet 
through the path of the multiplicity of nodes to the respective 
destination node. 

A distributed network, spread-spectrum method, having 
a plurality of nodes, comprising the steps of: 

communicating, to a respective node of the plurality 
of nodes, with one or more remote stations of a plurality of 
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remote stations, using packets having a destination address and 
modulated with spread-spectrum modulation, with each packet 
transmitted between the respective node and remote station using 
radio waves; 

communicating traffic information between the 
plurality of nodes, with the traffic information including 
traffic density at each of the plurality of nodes; 

selecting, responsive to the traffic information and 
to a respective packet, from the respective node, having a 
respective destination address of a respective destination node 
of the plurality of nodes, a path of a multiplicity of nodes 
through the plurality of nodes to the destination node; and 

routing, responsive to the traffic information, the 
respective packet through the path of the multiplicity of nodes 
to the respective destination node. 

^4 . The distributed network as set for im claim with 
said flow-control means including means for communicating with 
radio waves . 

The distributed network as set for im claim with 
said flow-control means including means for communicating with 
spread-spectrum modulation using radio waves. 

The distributed-network, spread-spectrum method as set 
forth in claim with the routing step including the step of 
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